
Hello/Welcome Back!
Hello everyone, I hope the start of the autumn term has gone well. For those of you in new schools and positions, I
hope that you have settled into your new roles. I also wish a warm welcome to the Heads of Music who are new to
Leicestershire.    As most of you know by now, Lucy Mitcham and Liz Olner have new full-time positions teaching,
Liz in a new school and Lucy extending her roles at John Fernerley. I would like to thank them for all the work they
put into our secondary work last year. They are still teaching in Leicestershire so I’m sure you will see them around!
Below are introductions from your new secondary schools team: 

Sarah Share – Assistant Head: Schools Engagement (sarah.share@leics.gov.uk)
“Having worked at Leicestershire Music for 11 years many of you may know me already from the
Primary and Special School work I lead on, along with the Singing Strategy. I am excited to be given
the opportunity to lead on the Secondary School strategy as well. Through speaking with every Head
of Music in Leicester and Leicestershire and learning about what is happening in our schools, my
vision is to join up the music making and teaching that is happening across all Key Stages, to be able
to offer all our young people the best in music making.”
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Michaela Harmson - Secondary Schools Team Leader (michaela.harmson@leics.gov.uk)
“I recently started working for Leicestershire Music after being a secondary head of music in
Peterborough, and previously in Leicester. I have now been given the exciting role of supporting
secondaries as a team leader and I am looking forward to getting to know you and your departments
and ensure we are providing services, opportunities and support which align with the needs of
secondary schools within Leicester and Leicestershire”

We would both like to thank those schools who have welcomed us to their schools so far, and we look forward to
seeing familiar faces and some new ones over the coming year.

Teaching Gadget x Leicestershire Music Offer
We hope those schools that have signed up to Teaching Gadget are finding this to be a valuable
resource in your department. We still have a few schools licenses available. To subscribe to this
discounted offer, and for more information , please email Michaela who can get this sorted.

Teacher’s Choir
The teacher’s choir have a full academic year of planned activities and we would love
for you to be involved! For more information and rehearsal dates, please click here.
No need to book, you can just turn up! 

Secondaries Survey
Thank you to all those teachers who have filled in the survey we sent out in July. The responses have proved extremely
useful to help plan our offer to align with your school‘s needs and priorities. If you haven’t filled in the survey and
would like to, please click here.

Instrument Hire
There is now a simple process to request instrument hire for Secondary Schools. To request a hire of instruments,
please click here. If the instrument(s) you require are not listed, please email Michaela who will be able to assist you. 

GCSE/BTEC Moderation Network
Feedback from the July survey mentioned the need for moderation opportunities. For those schools that follow the
Eduqas specification, there is an informal WhatsApp group already in existence set up by teachers in Leicestershire. 
We have also begun to implement a moderation network for Edexcel.
If you would like to join this group please let Michaela know and she will signpost yo u. 
Further moderation networks for other exam boards and courses to be confirmed soon. 
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Music Tech Projects - 2023/2024
It is great to see our Tech Schemes being so popular in schools. There are Turntablism
spaces available in the Spring and Summer terms. For more information and to book, please
click here or email Tim Clay, our Team Leader for Music Tech.

Social Media 
Please give us a follow on Facebook, Linkedin, Twitter/X, Instagram, TikTok and Youtube!
Any music making you want to share, please tag us and use the hashtag #leicsmakemusic.
We also have a Teachers Facebook group for Leicestershire - you can join here. 

Groups and Ensembles
Don’t forget to signpost your students to our after school/weekend groups - we have a group finder which filters by
instrument and ability on our website for you to view here.

Tell us what’s going well in your schools
This newsletter is to celebrate success too - tell us about your concerts, shows, music lessons, musical opportunities
and anything happening in your school! Email Michaela and she will mention in the next one.

Upcoming Dates/Events for your diaries:
Open Mic Nights @ The Big Difference, 68 High Street, Leicester, LE1 5YP 
Monday 4th December 2023, Monday 4th March 2024 and Monday 1st July 2024,
 7:00 - 9.30pm
Following the success of these last year, we now have three open mic nights planned this
academic year for young people aged 13 – 18 to perform any genre and any ability, covers or
songs. To sign up or for more information, contact our youth voice lead, Craig Thurlow 

Tuesday 5th December – Y7 Singing Workshop with Sharon Durant at De Montfort Hall
We have our last few places remaining – it is great to see that this is so popular. To book
one, please click here. If you have any questions, please contact our Team Leader for
Singing, Nicki Atkins

Music Theatre Singing Workshop and Performance - Fully Booked!

Developing Quality Awards and 121 Consultations
We have recently developed the quality mark programme and we are now taking requests to complete this process with
schools. To find out more information and to book, please click here.
We are also available to come visit your school or meet via teams/zoom to complete a 121 consultation or review. 
To request a 121 consultation, please click here.

Secondary Teacher’s Toolkit
This toolkit, on our website, is regularly updated with national guidance and free resources. To request a login to
access, please click here. 

Autumn Secondary Network Meeting - Online
Our first network meeting of the year will be held online via Zoom on Thursday 23rd November at 4pm-5pm. We
will be focusing on the new Ofsted Subject Report released in September 2023 and how we can implement this
into our School Music Development Plans. If you would like to attend, please click here. Please send Michaela
through any AOB items. 

Ensemble Development Projects
This year there is a focus with our partners to support ensemble playing in schools. We will be developing these
projects over the year. If you are interested in being involved, please contact Michaela. 

We also have some exciting new projects being developed, which includes loop pedal, singing and beat boxing and a
DAW scheme. There is a special offer for schools that would like to pilot and evaluate these projects -  contact
Michaela to express your interest. 

https://leicestershiremusichub.org/sec-music-tech
mailto:tim.clay@leics.gov.uk
https://www.facebook.com/LeicsMakeMusic
https://www.linkedin.com/company/leics-make-music
https://twitter.com/LeicsMakeMusic
https://www.instagram.com/leicsmakemusic/
https://www.tiktok.com/@leicsmakemusic
https://www.youtube.com/@leicsmakemusic
https://www.facebook.com/groups/703950963339700
https://leicestershiremusichub.org/group-finder
mailto:michaela.harmson@leics.gov.uk
mailto:michaela.harmson@leics.gov.uk
mailto:craig.thurlow@leics.gov.uk
https://surveys.leics.gov.uk/snapwebhost/s.asp?k=168777549157
mailto:nicola.atkins@leics.gov.uk
https://leicestershiremusichub.org/music-quality-mark
https://leicestershiremusichub.org/free-consultations-for-secondary
https://leicestershiremusichub.org/music-co-ordinator-toolkit
https://leicestershiremusichub.org/cpd/2023/11/autumn-term-secondary-network-meeting
mailto:michaela.harmson@leics.gov.uk
mailto:michaela.harmson@leics.gov.uk
mailto:michaela.harmson@leics.gov.uk

