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W H AT I S A G U I TA R ?
The guitar is a string instrument, usually having 6 strings which are plucked or
strummed to produce a sound.
There are two types of guitar: acoustic and electric. Acoustic guitars have strings made
out of metal or nylon. Electric guitars need to be plugged into an amplifier
to be heard. When amplified, the electric guitar is capable of great power, emotion and
dexterity.

E L E C T R I C G U I TA R

ACOUSTIC STEEL STRING

C L A S S I C A L N Y LO N S T R I N G

Over the last 60 years, no instrument has been more popular. Today, it is used in almost every genre of music; pop,
rock, jazz, folk, classical, reggae, heavy metal: the list is almost endless.

C L A S S I C A L G U I TA R
Classical composers also write for the guitar. One of the most famous pieces is Concierto de Aranjuez written in 1939
by the Spanish composer Joaquin Rodrigo. You can hear part of this great work played by the Australian guitarist
John Williams here:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=x4QrJc3VQDo

E L E C T R I C G U I TA R
The first electric guitars were developed in the early
1950s, allowing the guitar to be amplified and so be
heard above other instruments in the blues and jazz
music of the time. This led to the emergence of some of
the first great solo guitar players.
But it wasn’t until the rise of The Beatles in the early
1960s that the guitar took such a dominant position in
modern culture, as you can see in the following clip;
www.youtube.com/watch?v=QoF-7VMMihA

Learning the guitar is really cool!

W H AT I S I N V O LV E D I N L E A R N I N G T H E G U I TA R ?
Playing the guitar involves plucking or strumming the strings with the right hand, while the pitch of the string is
changed by pressing down with the left hand on the ‘frets’ which are placed at regular intervals along the neck of the
instrument.
The guitar can play melodies and chords separately or in combination. In WCET lessons children will learn how to play
the classical guitar, and this forms a good foundation for exploring many different musical and guitar styles. In WCET
lessons, equal importance is placed on musicality, technique, accuracy and fun.

ROCK AND POP WCET
We also run a scheme where a WCET class is learning to play electric guitar, bass guitar and drums. This starts with
5 lessons on each, after which the class divide equally across the three instruments. Children learn how the different
elements of a rock band work together, and start to write and perform their own compositions.

W H AT I S A G U I TA R W C E T L E S S O N L I K E ?
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CASE STUDY
D. was a Year 4 Looked After pupil in a WCET class of 28 pupils, learning to play the guitar. At the
start of the year, he was very uncommunicative, bad tempered and disruptive, with a tendency to
throw things across the room if he became frustrated.
For the first few lessons, he preferred to sit at the side of the room observing the other pupils as
they sang and played. The classroom teacher and Music Leader always ensured that there was
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class. During a breakout session when children were working in small groups, he said to one of
the other children “Your finger is on the wrong string. Move it to here”. Although he had not yet
picked up a guitar, he had been listening intently and had absorbed the information. From there
he was encouraged to pick up the guitar provided for him and “have a go”.
In Year 5, he continued to play the guitar in a Continuation Class and made very good progress.
His concentration and academic work improved greatly, as did his teamwork and attitude
towards his classmates. He now watches YouTube clips and often comes to his lessons having
learnt the chord sequence or riff to a favourite song.
At the end of Year 4, he asked if he could carry on playing guitar in Year 5 because “Music is my
favourite lesson at school, and I want to play the guitar for ever!”

