
Short-term topic planning 
 
 

Topic: Sheep Beat 
 (Year 5) 

  

Curriculum area: Music 
Technology 

L.O and Success Criteria Date: Whole-class teaching Independent/Group work 
Cross-curricular 
opportunities 

Inclusion 
opportuni
ties 

LO: To use standard and 

graphic notation to create a 

range of rhythmic patterns. 

 

Success Criteria  

I will be able to use standard 

and graphic notation  

I will be able to use Sheep 

Beat notation  (Graphical 

notation) 

I can compose simple rhythms 

using Sheep Beat  

 Starter: 

Explain to the children that we are using 

technology (computers) to make musical 

sounds and rhythms. Show Derrick May 

using technology (computerised drums) 

alongside a ‘real, live orchestra. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1w72

OtqjRro  

 

Main teaching: 

 

Work through the PPT of Sheep Beats 

with the children.  Get the children to 

clap out rhythms using standard notation 

to understand the different between 

crotchets and quavers.  

 

Use slides 13 – 14 

 

Children can initially use the 

paper version of the Sheep 

Beats score to try and work 

out how to create the 

standard notation in graphic 

notation 

 

Then have a go at putting it 

into Sheep – Children listen 

to the rhythms.  

 

Show answers on PPT- Have 

the children got it correct? 

Can they edit their scores to 

be the same as the answer? 

 

Plenary: 

Use slide 15 

Can the children make 

graphic score notation into 

standard notation? 

Links  

Music 

 

 

Resources 

 

Derrick May 

https://www.youtube.co

m/watch?v=1w72OtqjRr

o 

 

Sheep Beats PPT – 

Obtained from 

http://leicestershiremu

sichub.org/prim-music-

tech  

 

Graphic score ‘Sheep 

Beats’ sheet (found 

from above link’s 

resources) 

 

Sheep Beats 

http://www.onemorelev

el.com/game/sheep_bea

ts  
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Short-term topic planning 
 

LO: To use graphic notation to 

create a range of rhythmic 

patterns. 

 

Success Criteria  

I will be able to use  graphic 

notation  

I will be able to use Sheep 

Beat notation   

I can compose simple rhythms 

using Sheep Beat 

 Starter:  

Play music with strong drum beats and 

get the children to listen carefully to the 

rhythms that the music makes. Can the 

children identify the pulse? Can the 

children identify the rhythms that the 

drum kit creates? 

Queen: We will Rock you 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=onJQ1dpsAF8      

Michael Jackson: Billie Jean 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=akcgxhSaF8c    

Elvis Presley: Jailhouse 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Fhbc

mgIADQ 

 

Main teaching: 

Log onto Sheep Beats. Recap how to use 

the Sheep Beats Notation and the 

different parts. The Bass drum, hi-hat 

and snare drum.  Make up some simple 

rhythms on it. Remind the children that 

each big box is 1 beat in the bar and that 

the children are creating 4 beat patterns.  

 

Replay the intro to’ We will 

rock you’. 

 

Set the challenge:  

Can the children work out 

how to play the introduction 

on the drums on Sheep Beat? 

Children to use either the 

paper version of sheep beat 

or on the computers to 

create the rhythms. Children 

to keep editing their versions 

until they have it correct.  

 

Mini Plenary 

Get children to come up to 

the main IWB and put their 

graphic scores on the board – 

listen to the score and the 

live music. Are they the 

same? What do they need to 

change to make it the same?   

 

Repeat with other music from 

the intro.  

 

 

Links  

Music appreciation  

 

 

Resources 

Music with strong 

beats:  

 

Sheep Beats PPT 

 

Graphic score ‘Sheep 

Beats’ sheet 

 

Sheep Beats  

http://www.onemorelev

el.com/game/sheep_bea

ts 
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Short-term topic planning 
 

LO: To use graphic notation to 

create a range of rhythmic 

patterns. 

 

Success Criteria  

I will be able to use  graphic 

notation  

I will be able to use Sheep 

Beat notation   

I can compose simple rhythms 

using Sheep Beat 

I can create simple rhythmic 

patterns using a pitched 

instrument.  

 Starter: 

Explain to the children that today we are 

combing musical sounds to create a 

graphic score using the drum kit and a 

keyboard.   

 

Children to listen to some ‘dance’ music 

with a strong beat and clear keyboard 

parts 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=44sIP

L9xIUo 

Better off alone: Alice Deejay 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lHjN

myzrVvM 

 

Main teaching: 

Log onto Sheep Beats and show the 

‘keyboard’ graphic score. Model on each 

beat a different pitched note. Can the 

children identify if the pitch is a high 

pitch or a low pitch?  

 

Then model on the board a simple drum 

beat and then on the keyboard score add 

some rhythms for the keyboard to play 

using a range of pitches.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children to create their own 

drum beat and keyboard 

piece of music. Children to 

keep editing their graphic 

scores until they are happy 

with them.  

 

 

Mini Plenary: 

Complete mini plenaries 

through the session to 

support the rest of the class 

with ideas. Children to share 

their compositions with the 

rest of the class to develop 

their own ideas.  

Links  

Music appreciation  

 

Resources 

Music with strong 

beats:  

https://www.youtube.co

m/watch?v=44sIPL9xI

Uo 

Better off alone: Alice 

Deejay 

https://www.youtube.co

m/watch?v=lHjNmyzrVv

M 

 

 

Sheep Beats PPT 
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Short-term topic planning 
 

LO: To use standard and  

graphic notation to create a 

range of rhythmic patterns. 

 

Success Criteria  

I will be able to use  graphic 

notation  

I will be able to use Sheep 

Beat notation   

I can compose simple rhythms 

using Sheep Beat 

I can create simple rhythmic 

patterns using a range of 

pitched instruments. 

 Starter:  

Explain to the children that today we are 

going to add a ‘pitched bass’ part to our 

graphic scores.  Explain to the children 

that they will be listening to a walking 

bass in the following piece of music. Music 

is by Ray Brown 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NTJh

Hn-TuDY 

Walking bass line tutorial: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j3o1r

4BO1h4 

 

What do the children notice about a 

walking bass? What does it do? 

 

Main teaching:  

Log onto Sheep Beats and show the ‘bass’ 

graphic score. Model on each beat a 

different pitched note to create a 

walking bass. Can the children identify if 

the pitch is a high pitch or a low pitch in 

the progression?  

 

Then model on the board a simple drum 

beat, then on the keyboard score add 

some rhythms for the keyboard to play 

using a range of pitches and finally add a 

walking bass. 

 

 

 

Children to create their own 

drum beat, keyboard rhythms 

and walking bass piece of 

music. Children to keep 

editing their graphic scores 

until they are happy with 

them.  

 

 

Mini Plenary: 

Complete mini plenaries 

through the session to 

support the rest of the class 

with ideas. Children to share 

their compositions with the 

rest of the class to develop 

their own ideas 

Links  

Music appreciation  

 

 

Resources 

Music using a walking 

bass: 

Ray Brown – Walking 

bass 

https://www.youtube.co

m/watch?v=NTJhHn-

TuDY 

Walking bass line 

tutorial 

https://www.youtube.co

m/watch?v=j3o1r4BO1h

4 

 

Sheep Beats PPT 

 

Graphic score ‘Sheep 

Beats’ sheet 

 

Sheep Beats  

http://www.onemorelev
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ts 
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Short-term topic planning 
 

LO: To use graphic notation to 

create a range of rhythmic 

patterns. 

 

Success Criteria  

I will be able to use  standard 

and graphic notation  

I will be able to use Sheep 

Beat notation   

I can compose simple rhythms 

using Sheep Beat 

I can create simple rhythmic 

patterns using a range of un-

tuned and pitched instruments. 

 Starter:  

Get the children to listen to some music 

that uses music technology and organic 

instruments.  Listen to Portishead: Live in 

New York to see scratching on decks and 

live instruments. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZFwnl

CudeC0 

What instruments can the children hear?  

What other instruments do they use? 

 

Main teaching: 

Log onto Sheep Beats and set up a simple 

drum beat, keyboard rhythm and a bass 

line.  

 

Model how to use organic instruments 

alongside the graphic score on Sheep 

beat.  

 

Model how to record the different parts 

on the graphic score for each instrument, 

then use standard notation for the 

organic instruments.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children in small groups of 4 
come up with a graphic score for 
the drums, keyboard and bass.  
 
Then add organic instruments 
over the topic of the rhythms to 
create their composition.  
 
Once the children have come up 
with their parts of the 
instruments, record the rhythms 
using the graphic score for the 
drums, keyboard and bass and 
standard notation for the other 
instruments.  
 

Mini Plenary: 

Complete mini plenaries 

through the session to 

support the rest of the class 

with ideas. Children to share 

their compositions with the 

rest of the class to develop 

their own ideas 
 

Link: 

Music Appreciation  

 

Resources: 

Music using organic 

instruments and music 

technology:  Portishead: 

Live in New York 

https://www.youtube.co

m/watch?v=ZFwnlCudeC

0 

 

Sheep beat 

http://www.onemorelev

el.com/game/sheep_bea

ts 

Graphic score sheet 

Plain paper 

 

A range of tuned and 

un-tuned percussion.  
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Short-term topic planning 
 

 

 

LO: To use graphic notation to 

create a range of rhythmic 

patterns. 

 

Success Criteria  

I can read standard and 

graphic notation 

I can rehearse my rhythmic 

patterns on electronic and 

organic instruments. 

I can reflect and appraise 

compositions using technology 

and organic instruments.   

 Main Teaching: 

Explain to the children that they have got 

time to practise their composition using 

music technology and organic instruments 

before they perform it to the rest of the 

class.  

 

The children need to make sure that they 

are following their scores and playing 

their parts accurately with the computer.  

Children to perform their 

compositions to the rest of 

the class using music 

technology and organic 

instruments.  

 

Mini Plenary: 

Complete mini plenaries 

throughout the session 

reflecting and appraising 

each composition 

 

While each group is 

performing their composition, 

the rest of the class need to 

reflect and appraise it.  

 

Discuss the mood and style 

of the composition that has 

been created. Does it sound 

like any of the music we have 

listened to in previous 

sessions?  

 

Identify and discuss ‘what 

happens when’ within simple 

musical structures that the 

children have created.  What 

sort of bass line have the 

children used? When do the 

organic instruments play etc? 

 

Link: 

 

 

Resources: 

Music using organic 

instruments and music 

technology: 

 

Sheep beat 

http://www.onemorelev

el.com/game/sheep_bea

ts 

Children’s scores from 

last week.  

 

A range of tuned and 

un-tuned percussion.  
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